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In January’s All Age service, you will have heard about the Magi, or Wise Men, who 

travelled from the East and were led by a star to visit the new born baby Jesus in 

Bethlehem. This is called Epiphany and we celebrate it on 6th January.  

 In European countries such as Spain and Italy, 

Epiphany is celebrated with parties and street 

parades. People exchange presents, just like the 

Magi brought gifts for the baby Jesus. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The word Epiphany comes from a Greek 

word meaning ‘appearance’ – the 

appearance of Jesus to the world. 

MATCH IT ! 
 

Do you remember the 

conversation between  

the camels in the  

All Age service? 

Draw lines to connect 

each of the three 

presents below to a 

description of what it is 

and what it symbolised. 

 

We camels were each 
carrying a present for an 
important person. Can 

you remember what they 
were and what they 

might mean? 

GOLD 

FRANKINCENSE 

MYRRH 

WHAT IS IT? 
An expensive 
type of smelly 
incense made 
from the gum 
resin of an 
African tree, and 
burnt by priests 
in the temple 
during religious 
ceremonies 

WHAT IS IT? 
A precious and 
expensive yellow-
coloured metal 

WHAT IS IT? 

A sweet smelling embalming 
ointment made from the sap of a 
tree, used in medicines and 
sprinkled over bandages when 
wrapping a dead body for burial 

MEANING:  

A symbol of suffering 
and death – as Jesus 
would later die on 
the cross 

MEANING: 

A royal symbol 
of power and   
authority – a 
gift for a king 

an important 
person – Jesus 
was a king 

MEANING: 

A divine symbol 
of faith and 
prayer – a gift 
for a holy man 



 

  

 

 TRUE OR FALSE? 

Cover the answers on the right hand side and test your knowledge by circling whether the 

facts below are true or false. Then check your answers and find out if you were right. 

FACTS ANSWERS 

The Bible tells of 3 Magi (wise men) who 

visited the baby Jesus. 

FALSE 

The Bible doesn’t actually say there were 3. 

There were 3 gifts, so people have assumed 

there were 3 Magi, but there was probably a 

much bigger group with servants too. 

The Magi were likely to have been 

astronomers. 

TRUE 

They were certainly interested in astronomy 

and studied the constellations of the night 

sky. They recognised the importance of the 

unusual new ‘star’ rising from the direction of 

Israel and linked it to old prophesies about 

the birth of a king. 

The Magi came from the East. TRUE 

The Bible says they came from the East. The 

special tribe of men known as the Magi are 

thought to have originally come from Persia, 

and also lived in lands of Arabia and India. 

The Magi went straight to Bethlehem to see 

Jesus. 

FALSE 

They actually went to Jerusalem first and 

met with King Herod. Jerusalem was a logical 

destination as their religious scriptures had 

told them to look for a new ‘King of the Jews’ 

in Israel, and they might have assumed they 

would find him in the capital city. It was King 

Herod who then sent them south to 

Bethlehem. 

King Herod was very pleased to hear about 

the birth of a new king. He wanted the Magi 

to report back with exactly where baby Jesus 

was, so he could visit and worship him too. 

FALSE 

King Herod was very worried about talk of a 

new King of Israel who would be a rival to his 

throne. He wanted to know where the baby 

was so he could kill him. 

After seeing the baby Jesus in Bethlehem 

and giving their gifts, the Magi returned 

home without going back to see King Herod. 

TRUE 

The Bible says, “And having been warned in a 

dream not to go back to Herod, they 

returned to their country by another route”. 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 

TRUE FALSE 



 

 

 

 

 

‘STAR OF BETHLEHEM’ CRAFT ACTIVITY 

The Star of Bethlehem shone to guide the Magi to where Jesus was.  

There have been lots of ideas about what the ‘star’ could have been, but nobody 

knows for sure. Perhaps it was a rare supernova, a specific alignment of planets like 

Jupiter and Saturn (which happened recently) or a comet. 

Instructions 

You will need about five pipe cleaners for each star and beads 

that fit snugly on them. 

1. Cut the pipe cleaners to different lengths (any less 

than 5-6 cm gets hard to handle). 

2. Lay your cut out pipe cleaners on top of each other. 

Wire these together in the centre with a small piece 

of excess wire. 

3. Fan out the star ‘rays’ in all directions. 

4. Thread the beads onto the pipe cleaner ‘rays’ in a 

colourful pattern and fold over the ends to secure. 

 

A PRAYER  
The infant Jesus received the Magi’s gifts: 

At the start of this New Year, may we offer ourselves afresh. 

Grant that we may have the courage and faith 

To listen and follow your call on our lives. 

Amen 

You could draw or paint an Epiphany 

scene of the Magi on their journey or 

giving their gifts to the baby Jesus. 

Or you could have a go at making your 

own Star of Bethlehem. Here’s one 

idea for you below. 

 

Artwork by Jake Comer, St. Aidans 
Christmas Card competition 2020 


