
  

 

 

            

Welcome to St Robert’s Church, Pannal 

 

       Sunday 17th December 2017         Third Sunday in Advent 

 

Advent Wreath Song: ‘Advent is here’ (Refrain & v1/2/3) 
 
Processional Hymn: NEH 431 (O thou who camest from above) 
 
First reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 - read by Jo Thompson 
 
Choir Anthem: Like a candle flame (Graham Kendrick arr.Ogden) 
 
Gradual Hymn: NEH 5 (Hark! A herald voice is calling) 
 
Second Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28 - read by Ian McKenzie 
 
Offertory Hymn: NEH 161 (T385) (For Mary, Mother of the Lord) 
 
Prayers: Ian McKie 
 
Final Hymn: NHWS 338 (To God be the glory) 
 

 

The Collect: O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger 
to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your 
mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the 
hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming 
to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you 
are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen 
 
 
 

All: O God, come, travel with us through Advent. 
Give us courage to spread joy in the world. Amen. 

 
 

Refreshments are served in the Chapter House after the Sunday 9.15am 

and Thursday 10.30am service and all are welcome to stay 
 



First reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of 
our God to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They 
shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully 
give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they 
are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  
 

Second Reading: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the 
testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are 
you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 
Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the 
prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They 
asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 
Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  



St Robert’s Church, Pannal 
www.strobertschurch.co.uk 

 

Today 

3.30pm Advent Reflections 

 

Thursday 21st December 

10.30am Holy Communion in the Chapter House 

 

Friday 22nd December  

7.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

Sunday 24th December – Christmas Eve 

8.00am No Holy Communion service 

9.15am Parish Communion                                                           

4.00pm & 5.15pm Crib Service 

11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 

 

 

Christmas Tree Light Up  

Do come and join us to switch on the Christmas Tree lights in church. 

We sing a couple of carols, bless the tree and then it’s the big switch on. Come 

together and start the Christmas celebration at St Robert’s Church Friday 22 

December at 2.30pm after school finishes for the holidays. 

 

Epiphany Party – 13th January 2018 at 7.00pm.  

This event is for all who volunteer in any way in the church. 

We have more than 100 volunteers who contribute in excess of 

7500 hours, donated in love, for the benefit of everyone. The 

party is to recognise this commitment and to say a big       

thank you. 

http://www.strobertschurch.co.uk/


Carols on the Green 
Monday 18th December 2017 

6.30pm to 7.00 pm on Pannal Green – under the new Pannal Green Christmas lights 
All are welcome – join us for carols, followed by mince pies, mulled wine and soft 

drinks at Pannal School 
A collection and any donations will be in aid of St Michael’s Hospice. 

 

Lunch Club - Tuesday 19th December 
 

Lunch Club is in the Chapter House at St Robert's Church every month. 

Serving a home cooked main course  

and dessert, drinks £10 per person.  

A main course with a selection of vegetables,  

followed by a choice of puddings. Coffee/tea with mints to finish. 

Transport can be provided. A warm welcome to all.  

Telephone Jean Hannam for further details. 01423 545646. 
 
 

 

Church Visiting 
 

We are trying to reinstate a group of people who would be interested in going to visit 
people in their homes or at Crystal Court and Vida Grange when John takes 
Communion to residents. Visiting people who would love someone to call for a coffee 
and a chat is extremely rewarding and much valued by the recipients.  
 

If you would like to be involved or find out more please contact me or indeed if you 
know of someone who would welcome a visitor periodically please also contact me or 
speak to Ann Howard who will pass on your details. 
 

Many thanks 
Jo Thompson (01423 733018 / 07710307216 / garyandjo9@yahoo.co.uk) 
 

 
St Robert’s Clock Appeal 

 

The clock is an asset for the whole community and has reminded local people of the 

time for over 200 years; but its three faces have become shabby and it is sorely in 

need of renovation. If done properly with a long-lasting blue paint background and 

gold leaf to the hands and numerals the new look will last many years. As you can 

imagine this work will be expensive and quotes for the work are in the order of 

£8,000. Please help by donating to this worthwhile restoration – leaflets with more 

information and on how to donate are available from the back of the church, or 

contact the office: 01423 873577 / admin@strobertschurch.co.uk. 

Many Thanks 

mailto:garyandjo9@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:admin@strobertschurch.co.uk

