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WHO’S WHO IN THE CHURCHES 

 

Vicar             Reverend John Smith 391514 

Assistant Curate            Reverend Abbie Palmer 543478 

                                          St Robert’s                       St Michael's 

Churchwardens  Ted Collings  Kathryn Wilson 

    07766920000  565812 

    Ann Howard  Jon Bryant 

    0113 2886646  531261 

Director of Music Kevin Paynes   

    872651 

Secretary to PCC  Sarah Downham  Tim White 

    07931506048  701579 

Treasurer   Anita Hawker  Emma Fordham  

    871283   07860565405 

Junior Church  Louise Sinclair  Sophie Morrison 

    07771655599  07515596246 

Church Flowers  June Melvin  Kate Layfield 

    879097   550291 

Verger   Christine Ward-Campbell 

    870492 

Bell Tower Captain     Anne McGeoch   567821 

The Church Office—Administrator: Tim White 

The Church Office is open between 9.30am and 12.30pm Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 01423 873577  

admin@strobertschurch.co.uk  
 

Chapter House Bookings 

For bookings please contact the administrator 

 

  

WHY CHOOSE CLEANBRIGHT? 

 Local family run business 

 Professional, reliable service 

 Competitive prices 

 Fully insured 

 Choice of traditional window cleaning or Reach & Wash  

We also offer the following services: 

 Gutter clearing 

 Conservatory roof cleaning 

 Drive and patio area jet washing 

For a free quotation please call 01423 313073 or email your details to 

info@cleanbright-harrogate.com 

window cleaning services 

“ABOUT THE HOME” 

AN EFFICIENT, RELIABLE AND AFFORDABLE HOME CLEANING SERVICE. NO JOB 

TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. SPRING CLEANS OR REGULAR CLEANS TO SUIT YOUR 

REQUIREMENTS. WE GUARANTEE YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED. 

CALL JULIA OR HAZEL TODAY FOR A QUOTE. 

07821 298856 (HAZEL) 07930 978667 (JULIA) 01423 551116 

GENUINE REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

mailto:admin@strobertschurch.co.uk


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter House at St Robert’s, Pannal 

The Chapter House is available for hire at the following rates: 

Half Day/Evening £40   

All Day £75 

This includes full use of the car park/kitchen /toilets etc. The 

kitchen is very well equipped with a dishwasher, coffee machine, 

water boiler. The Chapter House has a projector screen, tables, 

comfortable chairs and can be set out to suit a huge variety of 

events. 

Caterers can be arranged. 

It is also only a five minute walk from Pannal Railway Station 

and a short walk from the No. 36 bus route.   

For further details, please contact the church office: telephone  

(01423) 873577 or e-mail admin@strobertschurch.co.uk 

 

 
Dear Friends,  

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 

Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil”.  

Luke 4:1,2 

 As I am sure most of you are aware, these words begin the passage of the Bible 

that is the one that defines the part of the church year that we enter during the 

month of March in 2019, namely Lent. The forty days and forty nights that 

Jesus spent in the wilderness are the blueprint so to speak, that the church uses 

to define how each and every Christian around the world should spend the 

period that directly precedes the great feast of Easter. Indeed, it is used to help 

us see how we should prepare ourselves for this time. For Jesus of course, this 

period was in many ways a difficult one: the sun beat down upon him in the 

desert, there was nothing to eat, such that, as the next verse of Luke’s version of 

this time describes it, “he was famished”. And most of all, his time was spent 

being tested, teased and tormented by the adversary mentioned at the end of 

the opening verses above – the devil. All these things would seem to suggest 

that Lent is a time of difficulty and hardship. And more than this, if this time for 

Jesus is indeed our blueprint for Lenten living then it would seem to suggest 

that the only possible answer to the question posed to me recently “must Lent 

always be a sad time” for those who follow him, must surely be an unequivocal 

“yes!” 

And yet for me this is not actually the case, nor indeed can or should it be for 

anyone else. In fact, I would say that the truth is that Lent is instead both a time 

of hope and indeed an opportunity. To be clear our lives can and often will be 

times when we face hardship and sorrows just like Jesus did but if we only focus 

on the hardship of this time for our Lord, then I feel that we are missing the 

most vital aspect of the period that Jesus spent in the wilderness. The truth that 

no matter what he faced, Christ through turning to God and through trusting 

in the things that his faith taught him, received the support and the resolve 

that he needed to survive any and all tests thrown at him. When facing the 

harsh place where he found himself and when tested by the devil, it was words 

of the Bible, it was knowledge of the love of God for him that saw Jesus 

through. 

For me then, with Christ’s time in the desert as our blueprint for living, Lent can 

be as I suggested an opportunity that we can take that will allow us to do the 

same as Jesus and this is exactly what the season of Lent can and should be for.  
(Cont. over) 

mailto:admin@strobertschurch.co.uk


 

 

Dates For Your Diary in March 
Meetings are held in St Robert’s Chapter House unless otherwise  

      stated.   
Sat 2nd 3.00pm  Charity Music Concert for St Robert’s in  church 
Mon 4th 8.45am  Church Café (until 10.30am) 
Wed 6th 7.00pm  Mothers’ Union 
Mon 11th 8.45am  Church Café (until 10.30am) 
  2.00pm  Music Circle 
Fri 15th 7.00pm  Race Night 
Mon  18th 8.45am  Church Café (until 10.30am) 
  1.30pm  Bible Book Club at The Vicarage 
Tues 19th 12.00pm  Lunch Club and Communion for Lent 
  7.45pm  St Robert’s PCC 
Wed 20th 7.00pm  Pannal Wives 
Sun  24th    Junior Church Green Group Cake Stall 

 

Remember: Coffee, Cake and Conversation at 10.00am  
5th and 19th March in Beckwithshaw Village Hall 

So no, Lent does not need to be a sad time, instead it can and should be a time 

when we, like him, focus ourselves on God and on our faith, perhaps through 

prayer, perhaps through study, perhaps through reflection, or perhaps 

through thinking about different aspects of how we live our lives. And we 

look to these things to build our faith and hence give us hope that in God and 

with this renewed faith we can find the strength and face anything that the 

world and the devil can throw at us. And it might be a time then for  

you to join us at either St Robert’ or St Michael’s church for our services or 

times of  

prayer, either those that we have especially for Lent and Easter, or those that 

we have throughout the year, and of course then, during Lent as well.             

Lent then is not a time to beat ourselves up about how we live our lives, and 

who we are as we live them, but instead a chance to make ourselves better 
able to face whatever hardship may come our way. And nor is it a sad time, a 

time to wallow in the wilderness (certainly not in and of itself anyway), but 

instead a time to make ourselves ready to face Jesus with joy when he comes 

in glory at Easter; and to make ourselves ready in the meantime to cope with 

any times that we may feel that we find ourselves in the wilderness, during 

this time of Lent and beyond. 

With every blessing for a thoughtful Lent 

John 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Elm Tree Properties offers our Clients the most comprehensive       

Property / Building Maintenance Services, from all works inside 

your property to all external works. 

 
Property Maintenance – 
 
Internal :- Building - Heating - Plumbing – Joinery  
 
External :- Building – Landscaping, Fencing – Gates – 
Ground works – Patio’s 
 
Commercial Property.  
 
Building / Fabric Maintenance and Refurbishment 
 
 

To Contact us for a (Free Quotation) you can either: - 

Email – mark@etpuk.com  

Land Line – 01423 873221 

Mobile – 07872 822979 

Web – www.etpuk.com  
 

 

Elm Tree Properties, 22 Station Road, Pannal, Harrogate,            

North Yorkshire, HG3 1JN 

mailto:mark@etpuk.com
http://www.etpuk.com


 

 

H. C. TOWNSEND & SON  
Incorporating BACKHOUSE of Hunsingore 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Family Run Business Established 1927 

Funeral Director David Townsend 

* Dignified and Caring Service 

* Private Chapel of Rest 

* Personal Attention Day or Night 

* Pre-funeral arrangements Tailored to your needs 

* Free Advice and Quotations 

Tel: 01423  871110  / 359190 
Web: www.hctownsend.co.uk  

E-mail: hctownsend@aol.com  
Oakfield House, Tofts Lane, Follifoot, Harrogate. HG3 1DY 

  HCT           

Established 1927 

Lunch Club 

Tuesday March 19th (for Lent) 

Holy Communion at 12.00pm (optional) followed by    

lunch at 12.30pm 

  This month Lunch Club in the Chapter House at St Robert's 

Church is a Lent Lunch. We will be serving soup and a roll       

followed by a pudding. There is no charge but a donation is  

acceptable.  

Transport can be provided. A warm welcome to all.  

Telephone Jean Hannam for further details: 01423 545646. 

 

 

 

The Gatehouse 

 

 

LUXURY CARE FOR THE ELDERLY IN HARROGATE 

Offers discerning clientele, person centered care and  services,       

affording the opportunity to live life in luxury with dignity and  

pleasure. Our dedicated team work tirelessly to ensure that the 

Home offers clean, safe,   pleasant surroundings and a relaxed       

atmosphere by giving genuine care and support to all our Residents. 

Visit us anytime at 9 Manor Road, Harrogate HG2 0HP 

To find out more about Day, Respite or Residential Elderly 

care for you or your relative please call Jamie MacArthur 

on 01423 535730  

Located close to the Stray, the 

Gatehouse is on a quiet road near to 

Valley Gardens and Harlow Carr. The 

aim of the Gatehouse is to offer our 

Residents maximum independence 

within their capabilities in order that 

they each lead full and varied lives, 

supported by staff every hour of every 

day.  

We are proud of our excellent Food, 

offering a truly first class dining       

experience, with Chefs preparing 

meals to order from the finest locally 

sourced ingredients. 

Email: thegatehouse@thefranklyngroup.com 

http://www.hctownsend.co.uk/
mailto:thegatehouse@thefranklyngroup.com


 

 St Robert’s Church,  Pannal 

MARCH 

Sundays 

8.00am Holy Communion  9.15am service as shown  

   3.30pm Evening Service (not the 31st) 

Monday and Wednesdays  9.15am Morning Prayer 

 Thursdays  10.30am Holy Communion in the Chapter House 
 

3rd Sunday next before Lent  9.15am All Age Service 

  

6th Ash Wednesday    7.00pm Choral Service of  
       Imposition of the Ashes 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10    

 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21    

 

10th 1st Sunday in Lent   9.15am Parish Communion        

 Deuteronomy 26:1-11   Harvey Pennell 

 Luke 4:1-13     Laura Dinning  

 

17th  2nd Sunday in Lent   9.15am Morning Worship 

 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18   Shirley Paynes                                                  

 Luke 13:31-35    Paul Dinning 

       3.30pm Taizé Service for  
       St Patrick’s Day 
 

24th 3rd Sunday in Lent   9.15am Parish Communion                                                                               

 Isaiah 55:1-9    Chris Colbert 

 Luke 13:1-9     Rachel Downham  

 

31st Mothering Sunday   9.15am Parish Communion 

 Colossians 3:12-17   Michelle Lepine 

 Luke 2:33-35    Claire Toy 
 

Refreshments are served after the 9.15 service in the  

Chapter House and all are welcome to stay.  

 

 

Pannal WI  

At the February meeting, Pannal WI ladies were treated to a 

Choral Miscellany by Voces Seraphorum, the chamber choir 

conducted by Kevin Paynes.  The programme, a whistle-stop 
journey through four centuries of music sung with great   

sensitivity and dynamic contrast, was enjoyed by all.   

  

On Tuesday 12 March Robert Stewart, formerly a partner 

with a major firm of solicitors in Bradford will talk about 'An 
early interest in Crime', when first starting his career in a 

busy West Yorkshire market town with anecdotes about    
numerous characters and amusing incidents. Visitors are   

always welcome for a small donation of £4, including tea and 

biscuits.  Do come along, we are a friendly group of ladies 
and new members are always welcome. 

Christine Murphy 

Christenings 

We welcome into the church 

3rd February  Wilf Russell NELLIES  

17th February Reggie Scott BEASLEY 

Pannal Brass Cleaning Rota  
 

31st March  Mrs C Ward-Campbell and  
        Mrs A Hawker 
 

21st April   Mrs J Melvin and Mrs J Pearson 
(for Easter) 



 

 

Funerals & Memorials 

Into the Lord’s keeping 

21st January    Denise Joan KIRBY 

 

THE MOTHERS’ UNION 

MU March Meeting 

Our meeting in February was the first one this year 
and our AGM. One item of concern was our precarious financial 
position. A number of proposals were accepted to correct this. The 
present committee all agreed to serve for another year. 
After the business was completed we then had a ‘Show and Tell’ 
evening. There was an amazing range of items and fantastic 
memories. Two beautiful objects were an exquisite pearlised 
miniature copy of the New Testament and a lovely China plate 
inscribed with an old version of the MU prayer. It was a really 
enjoyable evening when many moving memories were shared. 
Our next meeting is March 6th at 7.00pm as this is Ash Wednesday 
we will take part in the communion service and imposition of ashes 
and have refreshments in the Chapter Room afterwards. 

 
Joan Pearson                                       joan.pearson1@sky.com 

  

  

 

 St Michael & All Angels’ Church Beckwithshaw 

MARCH 

Sundays 

Please note the times for each service 

 

Tuesdays  9.15am Morning Prayer 

 

 

3rd Sunday next before Lent  11.15am All Age Service 

  

6th Ash Wednesday    10.30am Service of Imposition of  
       the Ashes 

 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10    

 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

           

10th 1st Sunday in Lent   11.15am Parish Communion        

 Deuteronomy 26:1-11   Joanna Cann 

 Luke 4:1-13     Julia Robinson 

 

17th  2nd Sunday in Lent   3.30pm Evensong 

 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18   Roger Fendley                                                    

 Luke 13:31-35    Gill Walmsley 

 

24th 3rd Sunday in Lent   11.15am Parish Communion                                                                              

 Isaiah 55:1-9    Jenny Graham  

 Luke 13:1-9     Brian Graham 

 

31st Mothering Sunday   11.15am Parish Communion 

 Colossians 3:12-17   Jo Olner 

 Luke 2:33-35    Kathleen Newbould 

        
 

  Refreshments are now served in the hospitality area at the  

back of church, following all our church services.  

Please accept this invitation to join us for a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits. 



 

 

 

HYMNS at Vida Grange 

The next sessions of hymn   
singing at Vida Grange will be 

at 2.20pm for 2.30pm on        
 Fridays 29th March and  

      26th April 
If you would like to come along and join in this, please let 

Iain Ward-Campbell know 

(iain.ward-campbell@ntlworld.com or 01423 870492) 

Any contributions, articles or adverts for The Link  

magazine would be very welcome. Please contact or 

send them to the Church Office on 01423 873577 or                                              

admin@strobertschurch.co.uk. 

PANNAL WIVES 
 

Our March meeting will take the form of a Savoury Supper 
with quizzes and games. Please bring one item for the   
supper either savoury or dessert and preferably liaise with 
someone else to make sure we get a reasonable mix. The 
date for this is Wednesday, March 20th at 7.30 pm in the 
Chapterhouse.  Visitors are always welcome. Any queries 
please give me a ring. 

Margaret Staples       Tel 561529 

 

  

Beckwithshaw Village Hall 
Reg. Charity No 523490 

 

Come along and join us at the Village Hall  

on the following dates during the next few 

weeks;  

Tuesday 5th & 19th March 

10am - 11.30 am 

For 

COFFEE, CAKE & CONVERSATION 

Enjoy delicious home-made cakes, freshly 

brewed coffee / tea for just £2. 

A warm & friendly welcome awaits you. 

Lucky ticket raffle included. 

For further details tel: 01423 565812 

 

————————————————— 

Fashion Show 
Presented by Best Kept Secret Clothing of Kirkby Overblow 

In aid of Cancer Research  

Tuesday 19th March    7.30pm 

In Beckwithshaw Village Hall 

Ladies Fashion         Hand Bags      Shoes 

             Jewellery          Scarves 

All at reasonable prices 

RAFFLE    Admission FREE 

All proceeds to Cancer Research 



 

 

 

 



 

 
Spotlight on Mothers’ Union 

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm 

for an hour and half to 2 hours and have a varied schedule  

- most months having a guest speaker followed by time for 

a coffee and a chat, but we also have an AGM once a year, 

a trip out in the summer (last year it was out for a meal to Lucia’s) and a 

finger buffet and party in December, followed by a game or 2! Some of our 

guest speakers are also MU members and, for example, we all enjoyed a 

very heart-warming and entertaining evening of talks, singing and poems 

from Christine Littlewood last November, entitled “Families.” 

Our group is led by Margaret Perkins and she is supported by an array of 

other willing and able committee members. It’s a very inclusive group and 

new members are always welcome; you don’t have to be a mother or even 

female to join!  

The Mothers’ Union is a global Christian movement working with people of 

all faiths to develop communities, strengthen families and advocate for 

change.  

The Christian faith is at the heart of all we do and prayer and worship is 
central to our work. We start each meeting with a hymn, followed by the 
Mother’s Union Prayer: 

Loving Lord, 

We thank you for your love so freely given to us all. We pray 
for families around the world. 

Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as we seek to share your 
love through the encouragement, strengthening and support of 

marriage and family life. 
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and 

worship, and in love and service reach out as your hands 
across the world. 
In Jesus' name. 

Amen 

  

  

 

 



 

 

  

Gardening Club  

Beckwithshaw with Pannal and Burn 

Bridge  

 
February brought us unseasonably warm weather and there are signs of 
some plants responding far earlier than gardeners might wish, so we 
must hope that there won’t be prolonged and penetrating cold to      
damage those tender shoots! 

Gardening Club’s first meeting of this year takes place on Thursday 21st 

March, 7:30 prompt at Beckwithshaw Village Hall. 

Our speaker will be Peter Walker from Wack’s Wicked Plants, which 
specialises in carnivorous plants! Peter is well known as an        
entertaining speaker, as well as being hugely knowledgeable, so do 
come along for a most interesting start to our Club year. 

As this is the first meeting of the year, it will be the evening to pay      
annual subs for those who wish to join as Members – unchanged at £13 
for the year. Talks meetings are £2 for Members and £4 for Visitors, 
both including refreshments. Summer visits are individually priced. 

For our meeting on Thursday 18th April, we have another well-known 
local gardening celebrity, Sarah Hopps, whose talk will be “Touring the 
Gardens of Britain”. As well as being a practicing gardener and well 
known at Harrogate Flower Shows, Sarah leads nationwide garden    
holidays for groups, so her knowledge is extensive and we will travel 
widely during the course of the evening. 

Finally, just a note to say that the monthly email reminders will shortly 
be sent from our new email address by our Membership Secretary, 
Christine Brown, so do look out for beckwithshawgc@gmail.com – it’s 
not spam, it’s our new identity! 

We look forward to seeing you,  

 

Gillian Dodd (Secretary), (01423) 873186 or                                 
mailto:gillian@dodd.me.uk  

 

 The Mothers’ Union was founded in 1876 by Mary Sumner. She wanted to 
create an organisation for women that brought together rich and poor to 
build a network that would support mothers of all kinds as they brought up 
their children in Christian faith and her founding principles still hold true   
today.  

 

The Mothers' Union works worldwide in 84 countries in partnership with 
churches to serve God in local communities as well as with practical help 
such as supporting baptismal families. We have a network of diocesan 
chaplains supporting the faith of our members as well as acting as a link 
between the Church and Mothers' Union. Our Central Chaplain supports 
both members and staff as well as being our advocate within the wider 
Church.    

We are one of the Anglican Mission Agencies and our members play a vital 
role within the Anglican Communion, as our Patron The Most Revd Justin 
Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury says "Mothers' Union is the heart and 
love of the Church". 

Locally, we support the church in many ways such as providing               
refreshments at events, fundraising for various MU charities such as Make 
a Mother’s Day and AFIA (Away From It All) – a holiday scheme for         
disadvantaged families and of course, our branch of MU were extremely 
active in crocheting and sewing over 1800 poppies on to the netting for our 
magnificent poppy display to commemorate the centenary celebrations to 
mark the end of WW1 last November.  

If you would like more information or to know what’s on this year’s          
programme of events then please take a look at the MU notice board, 
to the left of the serving hatch, in the Chapter House and please feel 

free to pop along to one of our meetings. You will be made very      

welcome! 

Claire Belcher     

mailto:beckwithshawgc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Beating The Bounds 

Rogation days (from the Latin rogare ‘to ask or 

pray’) are the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

running up to the Thursday of Ascension Day.  

During these days, ancient custom was to walk 

the boundary of the Parish in procession, singing 

hymns and praying for blessing on its people and 

lands.  Along the route, the hedges, trees, lanes, streams, rivers 

and other boundary markers would be ritually beaten with birch 

or willow branches; and at certain key spots a selected choirboy 

would be ceremonially hoisted up, suspended upside down and 

swung against a tree, embankment or wall (guaranteed to impress 

at least one location on a young memory!).  Periodically, the     

procession would also halt for prayer or to listen to a bible      

reading….perhaps at the ‘Gospel Oak’ or ‘Holy Well’, names 

which have been handed down to us in our local geographies. 

It is unclear how long ago it is since this ceremony was celebrated 

in Pannal (if ever),  but with the recent re-drawing  of Parish 

boundaries, this year seems a good time to undertake this         

seasonal custom (choirboys will be spared!). 

We plan to walk the 8-mile circuit on Bank Holiday Monday, May 

27th.  More details of what should be a lovely family day out will 

be available shortly…..so put the date in your diaries and watch 

this space.   

 

Christine Ward-Campbell - 870492 


